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By Earle Hilgert

Paul's Epistle to the Romans-4

No Condemnation
[The following study is based on Romans 7 and 8.
A careful reading of these chapters will make the
article more meaningful.—Enfroas.]

-I

N ROMANS 6 Paul points out
that because we have died with
Christ we are dead to sin. Therefore "sin will have no dominion over
you" (verse 14, R.S.V.). Now, in chapter 7, he turns to the related theme
of freedom from the law. If the Christian is dead to sin and free from it,
what then is his relationship to the
law?
If we are to understand Paul's argument here regarding the law, we must
remember, as was pointed out in the
second article of this series, that Paul
looks at the law from within the context of the Judaism of his time. For
Paul the "law" is principally the
Torah, which in its widest sense was
Judaism in general, in a more restricted sense the Old Testament, and
in the most specific sense, the Ten Commandments. These are like concentric
circles with the Decalogue at their
center. Consequently it is easy to understand that when Paul speaks here
of the Christians' having "died to the
law through the body of Christ" (verse
4, R.S.V.), he is speaking of that aspect or function of the law which was
so prominent in the grass-roots Judaism of his day—the law in its condemnatory aspect, the law without its
positive function as a prophecy of
Christ.
To drive this home to his readers,
the apostle opens his argument (chap.
7:1-3) with an illustration all would
understand—the law of marriage as
it is dissolved by death. He points
out that a woman "is bound by law
to her husband as long as he lives;
but if her husband dies she is discharged from the law concerning the
husband" (verse 2, R.S.V.). This is a
law that is universally recognized. Paul
immediately points out that in our
case also a death has occurred, Christ's
death. Therefore we are "discharged
from the law, dead to that which held
us captive, so that we serve not under
the old written code but in the new
life of the Spirit" (verse 6, R.S.V.).
Paul's analogy of the law of the
husband is a good illustration of the
fact that in interpreting such illustrations we should not seek to match
them up at every point. We soon run
into difficulty if we seek to do that
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here, for Christ is both the one who
dies and the one with whom a new
marriage is contracted! The real point
of comparison in Paul's mind, of
course, is simply the basic principle
that where a death occurs law ceases
to function. He carries this basic common denominator over to the situation of the Christian who because of
the death of Christ is no longer under
the condemnation of the law.
He still keeps the law but not in
terms of the legalistic, check list way
of life characteristic of the old days
in which he knew the law only in
its condemning function. He now
keeps the law as an act of thanksgiving for the salvation he has found
in Him to whom the law pointed and
through whom he has received "the
new life of the Spirit."
The Law and Sin
In chapter 6 Paul declared that we
are "dead to sin" (verse 11); in chapter 7 he asserts that we have "died to
the law" (verse 4). It is logical, then,
that someone should ask whether
this means "that the law is sin" (verse
7). Paul's answer is most emphatic.
"By no means!" (R.S.V.). He goes on
to explain, however, the intimate relation that exists between the law and
sin. The relationship is not one of
equality but one of function. We can-
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As the law of marriage is always dissolved by
death, so Christ's death frees us from bondage to the condemnatory aspect of God's law.

not say that the law equals sin but
rather that sin and the law interact.
In the presence of the law something
happens to sin. It seems to burgeon.
It stands forth in bold relief and
threatens us in a way we have never
known before (chaps. 5:20, 21; 7:7-11).
This is, of course, again the law in
its condemning function, that aspect
of the law which is abolished in
Christ.
In explaining this relationship between the law and sin Paul begins to
speak in the first person (verse 7ff.).
This has given rise to a wide debate
among students of his Epistles as to
whether his words here are autobiographical. Does this refer to Paul's own
experience or is it rhetorical? In answer to this question we must confess that we do not know enough
about Paul's life to be sure. Doubtless there are some autobiographical
elements present in what he says but
Paul is probably not limited to them.
In both Jewish and Greek literature,
"I" was used in rhetorical style much
as we use it today. Paul seems to employ it at times elsewhere (1 Cor. 8:13;
cf. Rom. 14:21; 1 Cor. 13:1-3, 11, 12).
In any case, what Paul says here about
his own experience is said in retrospect and with the insight that he
now possesses as a Christian. Whether
it is intended as an exact portrayal of
his own spiritual life, he clearly has
touched on a situation that is common to the life of every Christian.
Another question that has often
arisen in regard to Romans 7 centers
on the dramatic cry, "I do not understand my own actions. For I do not
do what I want, but I do the very
thing I hate" (verse 15, R.S.V.). Is
this intended to describe the situation
of a man before conversion or after?
We are of the opinion that Paul
speaks here of the struggle characteristic of Christian life. He makes it clear
that his predicament is not the fault
of the law which is "holy and just and
good" (verse 12). The fault is that of
sin which has taken possession of him
in view of which he must declare, "For
I know that nothing good dwells
within me" (verse 18; cf. The Acts
of the Apostles, p. 561).
This is the experience of every
Christian as he becomes aware of a
war within himself between that
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which he knows to be right and that
which he puts into practice. This is
but the localization of the general war
that rages in the world between the
forces of good and evil. Paul cries
out, "Wretched man that I am! Who
will deliver me from this body of
death?" (verse 24, R.S.V.). Then turning his eyes to Christ, he answers,
"Thanks be to God through Jesus
Christ our Lord!" (verse 25, R.S.V.).
He who won the decisive victory over
evil at the cross assures us that though
evil continues in the world it is a
defeated foe. This means also that
the war for good within our hearts
is not in vain.
Victory in Christ
On the basis of this certainty Paul
can declare next, "There is therefore
now no condemnation for those who
are in Christ Jesus" (chap. 8:1, R.S.V.).
Similarly he looks forward to the consummation of all things, declaring, "I
consider that the sufferings of this
present time are not worth comparing
with the glory that is to be revealed
to us" (verse 18, R.S.V.). Looking
back now over chapters 7 and 8 it
becomes clear that Paul here has described how the history of the plan of
salvation is re-enacted in miniature
in the life of each Christian.
In Romans 5:12-21 Paul has marked
off the history of salvation into three
periods: the period before Sinai when
"sin indeed was in the world before
the law was given, but sin is not
counted where there is no law" (verse
13, R.S.V.); the period from Sinai to
the cross during which "sin reigned
in death" (verse 21, R.S.V.); and the
period from the cross to the Second
Advent when "grace also might reign

. . . through Jesus Christ." It is during this last period that the church
must live its life, a period characterized by war between good and evil,
but a war which has already become
an unequal struggle because victory
has been won by Christ at the cross.
Drawing an illustration from the
history of World War II, Oscar Cullmann (Christ and Time [London,
1951], p. 145) describes the present
period of the church as "the time
between the decisive battle, which has
already occurred, and the 'Victory
Day.' " This tension between good
and evil, between a definitive battle
already won upon which the whole
course of the war hinges and the continuing struggle until the enemy finally lays down his arms, is characteristic of the New Testament and its
view of the life of the church in the
world. Using an analogy from the
Civil War, we might say that Gettysburg has been won but Appomattox
is not yet.
In chapters 7 and 8 then, Paul
shows how this outline of the history
of salvation is re-enacted in the experience of each Christian. In comparison with the situation of the
world before Sinai, he says, "I was
once alive apart from the law" (chap.
7:9, R.S.V.). Then he experienced a
personal Sinai: "When the commandment came, sin revived and I died"
(verse 9, R.S.V.). But Christ is also
present for Paul; though there is
"war" within him and he can speak
of "the sufferings of this present time"
(chap. 8:18), nevertheless in the midst
of this situation he can declare triumphantly that "there is therefore
now no condemnation" (verse 1).
Thus the same tension and struggle
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Married an Adventist
"My daughter has settled down and married a Seventh-day Adventist. They
are good churchgoers, and she seems very happy. So that's an answer to prayer.
Praise the Lord for His goodness to me and for all my blessings."—Mrs. D.,
of Vermont.

Several Conversions
"A few years ago I asked prayer for my children. My son and his wife have
remarried after being separated, and were rebaptized. I thank you so much....
One of my girls married a Catholic, but her husband has been converted to our
faith, and all he talks about is to praise the Lord, for he never knew that anyone
could be so happy in serving the Lord."—Name withheld by request.
"One of my twin sons won his girl friend to the message. He took her to meetings and gave her studies. She was baptized last Sabbath. They plan to be married
in six weeks."—Name withheld by request.
This column is dedicated to the encouragement of prayer for others at the sunset hour each Friday evening.
Because of the large number of requests received and the complexities of the problems presented, it is impos•
sible for us to answer each letter personally, but all requests will be acknowledged and will be kept on file in
our office. Portions of letters, especially those that tell of answers to prayer, will be published as space permits.
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between good and evil that exists in
t e world exists within the life of the
hristian. However, just as ultimate
v ctory over sin in the world is assured
the victory of Christ on the cross,
t e same victory is assured to the
hristian in his own experience because he is united with Christ. He has
died with Christ and therefore will
"certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his" (chap. 6:5, R.S.V.).
The point of vital intersection bet veen the whole history of the plan of
s lvation and of the believer's own
personal experience is in those crucial
Vents of that plan, the death and resurrection of Christ. When we are
united by faith with Him at this
point, we may have the assurance that
our victory is already won and there is
itlideed "now no condemnation."
The Body, the Flesh, and the Spirit
In chapters 7 and 8 Paul also has
much to say about the body, the flesh,
and the spirit. These terms are often
badly misunderstood. One of the first
things to be recognized is that Paul
i§ not speaking primarily in terms of
Greek philosophy. His vocabulary is
rather that of the Hebrew Old TestaMent as he knew it both in the original and in its Greek translation.
"Body" does not mean for Paul
primarily the physical aspect of man
made up of skin, bones, blood, and
Muscle. It refers rather to the whole
person, physical, mental, and moral.
Man is looked at in the Bible as a
nit, and the term "body" represents
t is unitary aspect of man. In fact,
t e word at times can almost be trans1 ted "self." Thus when Paul cries
out, "Who will deliver me from this
br ody of death?" (chap. 7:24, R.S.V),
almost certainly does not have in
ind a hideous but obscure practice
M
attributed
to some ancient tyrant of
chaining a dead man's body to a condemned criminal; rather he is simply
Acing, "Who will deliver me from
myself, characterized as I am by
death?"
Similarly the promise that "he who
raised Christ Jesus from the dead will
give life to your mortal bodies also
tlIrough his Spirit which dwells in
you" (chap. 8:11, R.S.V.) is a promise
riot merely of the resurrection of bone
and blood and skin, but of the unit
that is man and in which the Spirit
dwells. It is a promise that we as
persons will share in the resurrection.
' The term "flesh" is also often misUnderstood. To the Greek the flesh
as intrinsically evil as contrasted
ith the spirit, which was intrinsically
ood. To thrust such a meaning upon
Paul's words, however, is to do him
an injustice. For him flesh is not
necessarily evil, but it is the dwelling
place of sin (chap. 7:17, 18). The flesh
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is that aspect of man's being into
which sin has moved and taken possession; where, we might say, sin has
sought to establish squatter's rights.
For this reason, and not because it
is in itself evil, flesh is often considered almost a synonym of sin. Thus
in chapter 8:3ff., to walk "according
to the flesh" is to live a sinful life,
and the "things of the flesh" are
things characterized by sin. One who
is "in the flesh cannot please God."
Contrasted with this is the term
"spirit." Here there is a subtle inter-

play between that aspect of the human being which perceives the influence of the Spirit of God, and that
person of the Godhead Himself. It is
not always possible clearly to distinguish between these two meanings of
"spirit" in Paul's writings, and probably he did not intend that we should,
as the two are so intimately related.
To live "in the spirit" is to have
"the Spirit of God" possess and control the life (verse 9, R.S.V.). To
walk "according to the Spirit" is to
lead a life of devotion, lived through

Quarreling Parents-2
IIAST

week we explored the idea
that when parents quarrel their
growing-up children may very well be
a major cause of disagreement. And we
suggested that if this is the case in
your home, you should go about correcting it at once, even though this
course of action may cause you to lose
certain dubious benefits that you've
gotten by turning one parent against
the other.
I wish this could settle the matter
once and for all. It can't, though. We
tried to establish the concept last week
that people are human and faulty; and
since parents are people, they're likely
to come into this category. We also
stated that sometimes people marry who
have deep areas of disagreement and
personality clashes that tend to become
worse as the years add up. And sometimes the young people in the home
really are blameless; they add no fuel
to a fire already blazing. If you are
sensitive by nature and sorely need
peace in order to operate well as a
person, this is a most distressing problem. Actually, I doubt that any young
person can come out of such a home
completely unscathed emotionally, but
some fare worse than others.
The items I am going to suggest
should not be thought of as solutions,
since I am quite sure they will not be
that successful. There really are no
simple solutions to complex problems;
but what you're aiming at, I should
think, is a condition that makes life
bearable. First, then, if you find that
you have always been closer to one
parent than the other, perhaps you
can sit down privately with this parent and talk over the problem.
Here, though, I must urge extreme
caution. You must not seem to be disrespectful or presumptuous, but must
bear in mind at all times that your
concern is with the fact that you too
live in the home. I don't think it can
be approached from the angle that "you
owe me a peaceful home." It is best,
I think, to open your heart to your
parent and explain how the constant
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quarreling makes you feel; how it casts
such a pall over the bright day; how
you are ashamed to bring friends home
for fear Vesuvius may erupt; how you
love both mother and father and want
to keep it that way.
If your relationship with both parents is equally satisfactory, you might
contemplate the thought of talking to
them together. Now this is fraught
with real danger, as you can see at a
glance, for you just very well may
widen the schism between them instead
of narrowing it. If you do decide on
this course of action your approach
would be just the same as if talking
to either parent alone. But be careful
not to appear to take sides. Parents
should never place their children in
this dreadful predicament, but the human need for self-justification can become very strong.
It may be that neither of these plans
is feasible. But you must talk to someone; there is solace in the sharing of
trouble. I should like to impress upon
you the danger of confiding in "just
anyone." Your home life is a private
thing. Family matters should not be
aired to girl friends, boy friends, or
casual acquaintances. It cheapens both
you and your family. You can be certain that if you speak unwisely of
personal matters, you will meet your
words again after they've gone the
rounds of the community, but they'll
bear little resemblance to your original
statements.
The logical person in whom to confide, it would seem, is your pastor.
His dedication to the ministry should
ensure that he will be a worthy confidant. And his advice, based on his
knowledge of your family and of you,
may help you considerably. But if you
know that your mother and father
would deeply resent your speaking to
him, then he will not be able to go
so far as to discuss the problem with
them, since they would consider this
an inexcusable invasion of privacy.
There are grandparents, aunts, and
uncles who might help you bear

the power of the Spirit. This at the
same time is the life eternal which
is not ours but Christ's but becomes
ours through union with Him,
If these terms—body, flesh, and
spirit—are correctly understood they
imply no division of man into various
parts, some of which are intrinsically
evil and mortal and one of which is
intrinsically good and immortal. They
are rather aspects of man's being and
functions of his life as he lives in
the sight of God.
(To be continued)

you're
young
your burden more successfully; but
here again you will need to be cautious
lest you appear in the role of a loosemouthed troublemaker. People often
take unkindly to the idea of relatives
"interfering."
Inevitably, then, we come back to
you, back to where we started. If yours
is a home where parental quarreling is
a way of life, you may just have to
ask the Lord for strength to endure
the trial. It isn't hopeless; not at all.
There are boarding schools where the
atmosphere is restful and happy. No
money? Get a job. (Perhaps a relative
really could help you in this area, by
a loan or gift.) Years go by rapidly;
you will soon be out on your own;
the unhappiness will fade into a dim
memory.
Every morning upon awakening I
think I'd breathe a little prayer that
the Lord would help me see all the
good and beautiful in life; that He'd
close my ears to ugliness and harsh
words. I'd try to establish a small citadel for my soul, which couldn't be
touched by quarreling. In other words,
I'd try to "tune it out" the way one
tunes out offensive music in a restaurant. And then I'd resolve to cherish
my parents for their good qualities,
their interest in me, regardless of their
difficulties with each other.
It sounds easy, but it isn't, and never
will be. There will be many mornings
when you'll go off to school feeling
almost physically bruised. That's the
time, then, to repeat to yourself the
promise that the Lord will not send
any of His children trials greater than
they can bear. If He didn't know that
you possess an inner core of strength,
the trial wouldn't come. Though somewhat hackneyed, it's still true that "the
north wind made the Vikings."
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